Diction: Connotation practice
Read the following poem and in one sentence state the speaker’s attitude or tone toward books.

There is no frigate like a book

To take us lands away,

Nor any coursers like a page

Of prancing poetry;

This traverse may the poorest take

Without oppress of toil;

How frugal is the chariot

That bears the human soul!



Emily Dickinson 

Identify 5 key words that help convey the writer’s attitude/tone. Write the word, define the word, and identify the emotional connotations linked to the word. Then list some synonyms for the word.
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Now  your job is to change this poem so that it conveys an attitude opposite that of the original author. Spaces have been left out of the poem below where you are to replace the original words with a word that means roughly the same but with a negative connotation. Also, to maintain the poem’s rhythm, you must replace the identified words with another word having the same number of syllables.
There is no ____________ like a book

To ____________ us ____________ away,

Nor any ____________ like a page

Of ____________ poetry;

This ____________ may the ____________ take

Without ____________of toil;

How ____________ is the ____________

That ____________ the human soul!

