A Quick Guide for the Timed Write Process

AP English Language and Composition

1. Read the prompt carefully

a. Read the prompt several times to insure that you don’t misinterpret

2. Analyze the prompt

a. Find the instruction words

b. Find the topic words

c. How many parts are there to the prompt

d. What is the most difficult part of the prompt

3. If required, read the selection

a. For content; note patterns and relationships

b. For analysis; note quotes to possibly use

4. Think/plan before you write; spend 20% of your time planning

a. What will your essay look like?

b. How many paragraphs will you use?

c. Make a jot outline of ideas to use in your essay

d. Use direct quotes when appropriate

e. AVOID PLOT SUMMARY

5. Make a strong first impression, but make it short

a. Build your opening argument artistically

b. Try not to parrot the prompt word for word

6. Begin your response immediately

a. Don’t beat around the bush with generalities and platitudes

i. “There are many great novels…”

ii. “In the work of this great author…”

iii. “Since the beginning of time…”
b. make a clear thesis early in the introduction

7. Write your essay

a. Occasionally refer back to the question, jot outline, thesis

b. Don’t wander off the track established by the prompt

c. Each new paragraph must have a point/topic sentence

d. Use of quotes must be justified by your commentary

e. Give appropriate time/space/energy to the difficult part of the question

f. Three is the magic number for support!

8. AVOID PLOT SUMMARY

9. Conclude briefly by restating the thesis

10. Edit/proofread as you move along

a. there will be no time at the end for this

