Answering Multiple-Choice Vocabulary Questions
I. Some multiple-choice AP questions require you to define a word as it is used in the passage; the questions may be on difficult words or easier words that have uncommon meanings. In either case, follow the four steps as you work through these test items:

1. Go back to the passage and find the word.

2. Fill in your own word for the word you are asked to define.

3. Eliminate the answer choices that do not match your word.

4. Choose the best answer choice.

II. AP vocabulary question will be phrased like this:

· “Amorphous” is best interpreted as……..

· “Seraphic” (paragraph 2) most nearly means……..

· From its context, you can deduce that “wan” (paragraph 3) must mean…….
· The best synonym for the word “fastidious” is ………..

· What does “vain” mean when used in this context: “The supplicant pleaded in         vain”?

III. Context Clues

· Definition clues:

Definition clues have the definition right in the passage – the definition is a synonym and it may come before or after the unfamiliar word. 

Example: “Tsunamis, or seismic sea-waves, are gravity waves set in motion by underwater disturbances associated with earthquakes.”  
Explanation: “Seismic-waves” are a synonym for the unfamiliar word, tsunamis.

· Contrast clues:
Contrast clues tell you what something isn’t rather than what it is. Contrast clues use words like: unlike, not, instead of, etc.

Example: “Then arrange a handful of mulch, not fresh leaves on the top.”
Explanation: Mulch must be the opposite of “fresh leaves”; mulch must mean “decayed leaves”.

· Common Sense:

Common sense encourages you to use what you already know to define the word.
Example: “Airplanes make daily ascents to gather data.”

Explanation: Since airplanes go into the air, the word ascent must mean “to rise.”

