Once you have identified which are the instruction words, understanding the task associated with these words becomes necessary. Some of the words below may appear in any number of the prompts you approach.

Describe: illustrate in detail

Illustrate: provide examples to support a main idea

Outline: provide only the important features/ideas

Define: show the meaning

Compare: show similarities

Contrast: show differences 

Comment: express an opinion or an attitude 

Discuss: give all information/perspective you have on a topic (Don’t ramble! Be organized) 
Explain: give reasons in a logical order (Similar to discuss but places more emphasis on cause-effect relationship or step-by-step sequences)

Analyze: break down a thing or a process into its parts and subparts
Argue: use logic and evidence to prove that something is true or that something should be done. (Your goal is to give credibility to your perspective.)

Persuade: convince others of the wisdom of a certain line of action. (Persuasion is calculated to arouse to some action.)
Evaluate: tell why a point or position is good/bad

Criticize: the analysis, study, and evaluation of a particular piece of work. (Similar to evaluation.)

Justify: make a value judgment with evidence

Relate: show how two or more subjects are connected

Summarize: present main idea in a shortened form

Trace: show the step-by-step development of something

NEW: Synthesize: in AP Comp, this refers to “combining sources and your position to forma cohesive, supported argument and accurately citing sources.”

