Advanced Placement 

English Language & Composition 
Curriculum 
Mrs. Pagani/Mr. Mooney
E-Mail: afpagani@capousd.org
msmooney@capusd.org
Course Description:  AP English Language/Composition offers students a year of intense training in reading and writing that not only prepares them for the AP Language/Composition examination, but also for successful university study, lifelong learning, and writing as a skill. The class focuses on rhetorical analysis of fiction and nonfiction, including primary sources in non-literary disciplines and a sampling of American Literature from the Puritan period to the present.  Students learn to identify an author’s purpose and strategies by examining the ways people use language. This course is about critical thinking – not the test! Think of the test as a BONUS. Students compose both personal essays and literary analyses of three to five pages in length and participate in response and revision. We practice for the AP test in May, scored 45% for a one-hour multiple choice reading exam and 55% for a two-hour essay exam.

Academic Expectations: Students entering AP English language/Composition are expected to be intelligent, articulate, and mature. The requirements of the class are rigorous, comparable to a college level English class. Students earning less than a grade of “C” after the first six weeks of class should transfer to another college prep English class. Those students reaching academic expectations will earn five grade points for an "A", four for a “B”, and three for a “C". Students who pass the AP exam in May usually are granted college credit and the privilege of bypassing an English requirement. (Check with the college or university.) AP students are also expected to display the maturity and ethical standards demanded of college students. Simply being in the class does not imply entitlement to a high grade. It also means that any cheating or plagiarism will not only lower your grade, and be marked on your transcripts, but you will be asked to leave the AP program.   Specifically, students must: 

Spend an hour a night, minimum, on outside work. 

Attend class regularly. If a student is involved in activities that cause absence from class, that student will find it difficult to maintain an appropriate grade. More than five absences per year is excessive. Per District Policy, family vacations are NOT excused and therefore you will not be allowed to make up work from the absence.

Be willing to accept instruction and write according to specific guidelines. This class teaches students to write in a disciplined, focused, expository style that the students will use on college essay exams and in professional writing. While students will write no poetry or fiction in this class, they will be expected to display their creativity in analysis and thoughtful answers to writing prompts. 

Spend some money for books or time in the library locating them. 

Sit for the AP Language/Composition examination in May, which costs approximately $83.00. Students not willing to participate in this measurement of their skill are asked not to enroll in this class. 

Assignments:  We will learn how to be critical readers and effective writers by identifying, examining and manipulating the tools used by authors. Homework and class work consists of: close readings, discussion, timed readings, timed writings, partner response, self-evaluations, journaling, free writing, quizzes and exams. Approximately half of your grade will come from papers, interviews and research done outside of class. 

Grades: Grades are determined by a percentage of the total points possible. A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=less than 60%. Because this class is already weighted, I do not round grades. 

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted. Credit is possible only for work turned in on time. Should a student be absent on the day a paper is due, he or she should make arrangements to have the paper delivered by alternative means. Emailing an assignment to the teacher is an excellent solution for an absence.

Makeup Work: Students are allowed to complete assignments and tests, which can be reasonably provided during an illness or valid absence. Students are responsible for making arrangements with the instructor and for completing the work within the agreed-upon time. 

Extra Credit: Students performing at the expected level and turning in all the assignments should have no need for extra credit; therefore, none is offered. Remember: this is a college level course.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is defined as using others’ ideas or words without their permission. This includes other students’ intellectual property. Copying more than five words from a text or the Internet, even if you change the order of the words, is considered plagiarism. This is a demanding, college-level class. If you find that you need to cheat in order to keep up, you’ll find that you’ve already failed, both the course, and yourself.

