Figurative Language

Cliché Research


After choosing a cliché of the American-English language complete some research on the cliché and write a 200-400 word account of the cliché including, but not limited to the following subjects:

-history/origin

(including date, language, and context from its origination)

-literal definition 

-cliché definition 

-part of speech 
-connotative/denotative meanings 

-use the cliché in context

(a real life situation where it might be used)

-explain why it has become a cliché
(how did it get overused and lose its freshness.)

The final product will be evaluated on quantity and quality of research as well as quality of composition style.  Final drafts should be typed in MLA format for submission.

Below is an “average” student example of the assignment.

“The Bright-Eyed and Bushy-Tailed Cliché”


Have you ever used the expression bright-eyed and bush-tailed?  The expression, actually a cliché, has become popular in the United States, especially Slang and Unconventional English, “is alert and active, or ready for anything.”  The Random House Dictionary of the English Language states that bright-eyed means “having or giving the impression of open or youthful innocence,” and bush means “full of; thick or shaggy.”  If you added the word tailed to the word bushy then that definition would be similar to “bright-eyed.”  The word bright is an Indo-European word.  It is a derivative of the German word beraht, which means to shine.  The word eye is prehistoric Germanic that evolved from aigon meaning eye.  The word bushy derived from the German word busk (meaning bush), and tail derived from the German word laqlaz.  Therefore, the overall cliché, although first used as an expression in America, would be German.  The cliché is an adjective, and if you interpreted it by its literal meaning then the expression would be conveying that one person is in fact a bright-eyed bushy-tail 9whatver that may be.  A proper and example of cliché is: “Get a good night’s sleep so that you will be bright eyed and bushy-tailed in the morning.”  The first documented use of the cliché was used by Col. Albert Moe in 1933.  But people have claimed that the expression is as old as four hundred years, though historians have dated it no older than originating in the period between 1865-1870.  Historians believe the cliché was probably first used to describe the habitual aspect of such creatures as squirrels. 
Also, here are some websites to consider using:

http://www.phrases.org.uk/
http://www.bartleby.com/61/47/P0134750.html
http://www.clichesite.com/index.asp
www.goenglish.com/NoseOutOfJoint.asp
