AP English Language/Composition Scoring

Multiple-Choice Scoring:

    _____________   -  ___________________  =     _______________                        Number Correct            (Number incorrect x ¼)                Raw Score
                                                                                     (Rounded to nearest 

                                                                                         whole number)

Essay Scoring:

 __________      +    ___________      +    ___________      =       ___________

Questions 1                 Question 2                Question 3                    Essay Score
(out of 9)                     (out of 9)                  (out of 9)                     (Rounded to nearest    

 








whole number)

Now, add your multiple choice raw score to (3.333 x __________) = Composite Score Range







        Essay Score


As you can see, there is a deduction for guessing on the multiple-choice section, so you are discouraged from random guessing or filling in answers. Depending on the number of multiple-choice questions, the Essay score is multiplied by approximately 3.3 to 3.8. This is called the Weighted Essay score. (If necessary, the Multiple-Choice score is also weighted.)


Each section of the test is weighted according to the time allotted to that section; that is, the Multiple-Choice score counts approximately 60 points, and the Weighted Essay score counts approximately 90 points, to make a total of approximately 150 points. The Multiple-Choice score is added to the Weighted Essay score to get a Composite score, which is rounded to the nearest whole number. The Composite Score Ranges are then determined for the final AP Grade. The following table is approximately, since the Composite Score Range varies a few points from year to year.


Composite Score Range                                       AP Grade                                              


101-150




5



90-100





4





70-89





3





50-69





2





0-49





1


You may want you give your essays three different grades, such as 5, an 8, and a 6, and then calculate your score three ways: as if you did well, average, and poorly. This will give you a safe estimate of how you will do on the actual exam. Try to be objective about what you are likely to score in May.  If you have been writing 6’s consistently, but every once in a while you write a 5, then put in two 6’s and a 5 and then plug in your average multiple choice score from practice tests we’ve done in class or you’ve done at home.

Source: The Best Preparation for AP English Language/Composition by Research Education Association

