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Connotation/Denotation 2                                                                                 Period

Provide your responses to the following activities on a separate sheet of paper.

A.    For each of the following words or phrases, list at least two synonyms that have more negative connotations than the given word. 

a. child                                                                                       e. scholarly

b. persistent                                                                                f. trusting

c. willowy                                                                                  g. sot

d. a large group.                                                                         h. quiet

B.    For each of the following words, list at least two synonyms that have more positive connotations than the given word.

a. notorious                                                                                 e. fanatic

b. fat                                                                                            f. reckless

c. politician                                                                                 g. sot

d. old(people)                                                                              h. quiet

C.    List all the words you know from human female and for human male. Then classify them by connotation (positive+, negative-, neutral~) and by level of usage  (formal, informal, slang). Is there any connection between type of connotation and level of usage? Why are some words more appropriate in some social contexts than in others? Can you easily list more negative words used for one sex than the other?   Why?
D.    Although many words have connotations that most of us agree to because they are culturally shared, theses same words can be given a different connotation in the same contexts. First, for each of with a positive connotation, write a sentence in which the     word would convey a more negative connotation. For each word with a negative connotation, write a sentence in which the word would suggests a more positive connotation.

a. natural                                                                                    d. free

b. old                                                                                          e. chemical

c. committed                                                                               f. lazy

E.  Each of the following groups of words might appear together in a thesaurus, but the words actually vary in connotation. After looking up any words whose connotation you are unsure of, write in a sentence in which the word is used correctly. Briefly explain why one of the other words in the group should not be substituted.

a. brittle, hard, fragile                                                           d. strange, remarkable, bizarre

b. quiet, withdrawn, glum                                                     e. thrifty, miserly, economical

c. shrewd, clever, cunning                                                     

F. Read the following paragraph and decide how the writer feels about the activity described. Note the choice of details and the connotative language that makes you  aware of  the writer’s attitude. Mark up the passage like you would an AP passage.

Needing to complete a missed assignment for my physical education class, I dragged my self down to the tennis courts on a gloomy afternoon. My task was to serve five balls in a row into the service box. Although I thought I had learned the correct service movements, I couldn’t seem to translate that knowledge into a decent serve. I tossed up the first ball, jerked back my racket, swung up on the ball—clunk---I hit the ball on frame. I threw up the second ball, brought back my racket, swung up on the ball—ping—I made contact with the strings, but the ball dribbled down on my side of the net. I trudged around the court, collecting my tennis balls; I had only two of them.
G.  Select one of the words listed below, and explain, in a paragraph, what the word connotes to you personally. Be precise; illustrate your thoughts with details and examples.

a. nature                                                                                      d. nerd

b. mother                                                                                     e. playboy                                                                    c. romantic                                                                                  f. artist 
.

