AP Language and Composition

Mr. Mooney/ Mrs. Pagani


DICTION word choice, general character of the language used by the author

(words have three levels to them and are selected based on their efficiency in these three areas)

1. appearance  2. sound  3. meaning

· Types
mono vs. poly syllabic: 
euphonious vs. cacophonous: 
literal vs. figurative (cliché): 

denotative vs. connotative: 
· objective vs. subjective: 
active vs. passive: 

concrete vs. abstract (specific vs. general): 

· hyperbole (overstated) vs. understated: 

· NEW: archaic

· Levels of Diction
· non standard 

vulgarity
slang: 
colloquial: 
jargon: 
cliché: 
· informal/standard: 

· formal (literate): 

· Devices of Sound
assonance: 
consonance:.

alliteration: 
onomatopoeia: 
**Never are you allowed to say that “the author uses a lot of diction.”

**Whenever the word “diction” is used, must be accompanied by an adjective to describe what kind of diction

