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Factors to Consider for College


Introduction
· The term “college” refers to any educational or training program beyond high school.  This can include Community Colleges, State Universities, Univ. of Calif., Private Universities, Out-of-State Public Universities, Trade/Tech schools, etc.

· There is no such thing as a “best college.”  The “best” college is that one that “best fits” your individual needs.  You must consider your personal preferences (likes, wants, needs) and find the college that fulfills those requirements.

Factors to Consider when Selecting a College
The following factors must be considered PRIOR to selecting a college:

· Location – Where is it?  Consider the location of the college, including the distance from home, climate/weather, geographic/environmental surroundings.

· Size – consider the physical size of the campus (# of acres), the total student population (# of students), and the average size (# of students) in a typical class
· Cost – Cost may include the following:

· Tuition (cost of courses; from $50 to $2,000 per class)

· Room and Board (a place to live [dorm], and a meal plan; $6k-$10k)

· Books (cost of textbooks, study guides, and materials; $100/class)

· Fees (science lab, technology lab)

· Parking (from $20 to $1,500 per semester)

· Total costs for one year can range from $1,000 to over $35,000. 

· Entrance Requirements – each college has its own requirements for admission; most will consider SAT and/or ACT test scores, GPA from HS, extra-curricular activities, essay/interview, and specific skills/experience.  What types of students are enrolled/attending?  Will I fit in?

· Major, Degree, or Specialized Program – Does the college offer the specific major/degree for you?  Do they have a successful track record offering/delivering the program?

· Extra-Curricular Activities- What do you want to do when you are not in class and/or studying?  Sports teams, clubs, frats/sorority, internships, and accessibility to fun/relaxation.

· Professors – Ask the following questions:  Are the professors’ hired/promoted based on their ability to teach?  Who is teaching the lower-division, undergrad classes (full-time faculty or TA’s)?  

· Unique Features – religion, job placement, scholarships, athletics, alumni…

Factors Important to ME when Selecting a College

1. Factor #1 – Briefly describe/explain why it’s important to you.

2. Factor #2

3. Factor #3

4. Factor #4

5. Factor #5

Factors Important to MY PARENTS when Selecting a College

1. Factor #1 – Briefly describe/explain why it’s important to your parents.

2. Factor #2

3. Factor #3

Tips from Collegeboard.com

1. Talk to your family and friends about college (types, majors, likes/dislikes)

2. Make a “wish-list” of everything you want from a college

3. Research

4. Visit the campus

5. Go to college fairs

Three Colleges from GoCollege.com

1. Selection #1

2. Selection #2

3. Selection #3

