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Chapter 4:  Writing an Argument

1. An argument which uses reasons try to persuade readers to ____________________ or

_______________________.

2 How is argument different from exposition?

3 What is another characteristic of argument?

4 What are the multitude of aims for an argumentative essay?

5 The chief aim is to educate yourself and _________________________.

6 Carl Rogers believes that even if you want to grow, when this happens we erect our defenses. 

7 Rogers suggests that participants in arguments need to become ______________.

8 In order to communicate, writers must ___________________.

9 According to Rogers, if disputants can first establish the positions they _____________, and realize that both sides are people of good will endowed with some good ideas, they may ________________________________.

10 What is “empathic listening?”

11 “Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but to ___________________________________.”  Francis Bacon

12 What are the steps of Rogers’ argumentative essay?

*

*

*

*

13 Now the writer can ___________________________________________________.

14 Rogers offers advice not so much on winning (in the sense of conquering) but in the sense of ____________, that is, ______________ or at least ___________.

15 The chief forms of evidence used in argument are:


1.


2.


3.

16 Three sorts of examples are especially common in written arguments:


1.


2.


3.

17 Explain what is a real example and give an example.

18 Even the most compelling real examples, in the eyes of some readers, ______________

______________________________________.

19 Invented instances have the advantage of ____________________________________

and the disadvantage of _______________________________________________.

20 Explain what an analogy is and give an example.

21 How convincing is Hoover’s analogy as an argument, that is, as a reason for retaining the death penalty?

22 Testimony, or _______________________, is rooted in our awareness that some people are _____________________________________.

23 There are at least two reasons for offering testimony in an argument. The obvious reason is ___________________________________________________________________; the less obvious one is _____________________________________________________

24 What are the dangers of testimonies?

25 Statistics are especially useful concerning ________________________________.

26 But a word of caution: _________________________________________________.

27 Examples not only will help to ________ and ________ your assertions but also will provide ______________ that will be welcome in a paper that might be, on the whole, fairly abstract. 

28 Generally speaking, a single example may not fully __________________________, and so a second example - ________________- may be desirable. 

29 Before you pile on examples, try to imagine yourself in the reader’s place, and ask if an example is needed. If not, ask yourself ________________________________________.

30 Don’t assume that it is your job _______________________________________.

31 To persuade readers to accept your opinion you must persuade them that you _________.

Explain the following Fallacies:

32 False Authority:

33 False Quotation:

34 Suppression of Evidence:

35 Concede to the opposition what it deserves and then _____________________. 

36 Failure to confront the opposing evidence _________________________; your readers will keep wondering why ________________________________and may consequently _________________________________________.

37 Generalization from Insufficient Evidence:

38 The Genetic Fallacy:

39 Begging the Questions and Circular Reasoning:

40 Post hoc:

41 Ad Hominem:

42 False Assumption:


