Research Paper Outline

Sample: Using Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

I.
Does today’s modern research and evidence from the novel support the hypotheses that Holden Caulfield was suffering from manic depression?

A. Hook/Creative Opening 

B. Reference on teenage depression/manic depression 

C. Literary criticism from critic X (academic source)

D. Literary criticism from critic Y (academic source) & critic Z (web source)

E. Thesis: Hypothesis based on findings

II.
Reference: teenage depression/manic depression as it relates to Holden
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III.
Literary Criticism from critic X
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IV.  Literary Criticism from critics Y & Z
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V.
Conclusions: restated thesis/hypothesis
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For more information on composing a research paper outline, visit: www.ccc.commnet.edu/mla/outlines.shtml
