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The Five Options Available for Grads

There are numerous educational options available for high school graduates. This newsletter will focus on the five options commonly selected. The five options include: The California Community College system, the California Sate University (CSU) system, Private and Out-of-State Universities, and Trade and Technical schools.

California 

Community

Colleges

The goal of California Community College system is to provide a comprehensive post-secondary education and a full range of student services. Emphasis is placed on open access to all students, including a changing and diverse population. Academic success and student achievement are joint responsibilities of the students, the staff, and the college. To this end, the community college will provide educational programs leading to the Associate in Arts and Associate in Science degrees. It will provide a comprehensive and broad range of high-quality courses and programs, which enable students to pursue their educational objectives and careers goals. A community college will also provide a meaningful general educational program including baccalaureate-level transfer and occupational curricula. It will also provide a necessary developmental, remedial, and basic skills instruction so that students may be successful in their chosen course of study. Transfer students wanting to complete the first two years of a bachelors degree program then transfer to a university to complete the last two years. Students wanting to complete the educational requirements to earn a certificate or license for a particular line for work use the certificate/license program.

University of 

California (UC)

UC schools accept the top thirteen percent of all high school graduates. The UC system combines the educational of undergraduates with a strong emphasis on graduate programs and world-class research in humanities and the sciences. There are over 165,00 students attending UC schools and there are nine overall campuses. IT is about $4,500 in fees and an additional $10,000 for room, board, books, and transportation. Therefore it is approximately $14,500 a year. The entrance requirements at a UC school is that a prospective undergraduate must be in the top eighth academically of high school graduates statewide and have completed a minimum of 15 high school courses. The campus locations include Berkley in Santa Cruz, Davis, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, Irvine, Riverside, and San Diego. The San Francisco campus specializes in upper division and graduate health sciences. 

California State

 University

CSU schools accept the top 33% of high school graduates. The CSU system emphasizes undergraduate education leading to a bachelor’s, masters, and a limited number of doctor’s degrees. There are over 368,000 students attending CSU schools. There are twenty-three campuses in California. It is about $2,000 in fees and an additional $10,000 for rooms, boards, books and transportation. Therefore, the overall cost is about $12,000 a year. The entrance requirements for a USC school are that a high school senior must have taken 15 required courses. Some of the Campus locations include: Bakers Field, Fresno, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, and San Francisco. 

General Education

The purpose of general education is to introduce students to the various ways in which people comprehend the world. This philosophy of general education reflects the conviction that those who complete the courses will have had an opportunity to learn basic principles, concepts, and methodologies both unique to and shard among the various disciplines. Students who successfully complete the general-education requirements will be better prepared to evaluate and appreciate physical, cultural, and social environments. Successful completion of the courses will contribute to a better self-understanding.

